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“ OCTOBER 
BRINGS 
MELANCHOLY. / 





EACH YEAR, WELL, 
EVERY YEAR, I FEEL { THAT'S NOT 
THE SAME. LADEN AND GOOD. AN 
SLUGGISH.NO / IDEA WHY? 
APPETITE, € 


IT COULD 
SIMPLY BE SUMMER'S 
E88. BUT NO, I’D BE LYING 
IF I SAID I THOUGHT THAT 
WAS THE CAUSE. I KNOW 
WHY. I ALWAYS f 























Y ay THE WAY, MIKAAL, YOU RECLAIMING V 
THE MANTLE OF STARMAN AGAIN. OPAL. YES, WELL~- Sp SEEMS, IS THE GLOOMY, 


TRAGEDY, IT 


OPAL’S HERO, HAVE I TOLD YOU HOW YOU'RE RIGHT, OF COURSE. IU TATTERED THING ALL US 


GLAD...AND PROUD OF YOU BUT I WAS HAPPY. I WAS IN | oo 
5 1 AM? & LOVE. NOW TONY'S DEAD. Figs iL __\ METAS ARE DESTINED TO 
= WHAT ELSE IS THERE 5 PEACE Aout OUR 4 





MY, YOURE A 
DELIGHT. TELL ME, DO YOU 
DROP THESE LITTLE BON MOTS 
ON YOUR GORILLA FRIEND, TOO? HE 
MUST LOVE THAT. SUCH DRAMA. / 
“GLOOMY, TATTERED THING” 
INDEED. 7 HEAVENS, \ 
AND I THOUGHT 
ZWASINA 
FUNK. 4 


I REPEAT: 


] y 
DELIGHTFUL. E || TM SORRY, 


CERTAINLY NOT HELPING SHADE, I DON'T 
MY MOOD. WHY DON’T We skip Yi KNOW WHAT'S 
AN INGMAR BERGMAN FILM? Jf ME. 
THAT SHOULD ROUND | | 

THINGS OFF \| 
NICELY. 


THE TEA ENTIRELY AND WATCH J COME OVER | 


STILL, I PRAY 
THAT WHAT YOU SAY 
ISN’T TRUE. 1’M IN LOVE, 
YOU SEE, 


THE O’DARE 
/ GIRL, HOPE? YES, 
I KNOW. CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS. 


I HAVE TO 
SAY, I'M GLAD 
I DON’T HAVE 

CHILDREN, 


IT’S PROBABLY MY FAULT. I’M SURE 
IT WAS My LINE ABOUT OCTOBER THAT } 
GOT YOU GOING. 


7 DON’T WORRY, 
DVE HAD DINNER WITH 
HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN. 
IF I COULD SIT THROUGH 
THAT WITHOUT 
. KILLING MYSELF... _ 


Z STILL, 
THOUGH, My, 


{ DEAR MIKAAL, BO 
ENDEAVOR TO PUT 
A SMILE ON 























SO, YOU WERE 
ABOUT TO TELL ME HOW 
YOU BECAME “THE SHADE.” 
YOUR “SECRET 
ORIGIN.” 






I WAS 
ABOUT TO I MENTIONED 


“ OCTOBER BEING 
Pe NO euch THE MONTH OF MY 
poe CREATION, BUT I HAVE NO 
INTENTION OF REVEALING 
THE HOWS AND 
WHYS AND ALL THE 
HORRIFIC EVENTS 
OF THAT DAY. 







ALL DLL SAY, 
AGAIN... THAT 
OCTOBER IS THE 
MONTH OF MY BIRTH, 
MCh MNOT AP 

UCH...2M 
Ny BEST, 
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AND CHILDREN? HOW 
CAN ANY OF US LIVE WITH THE 
DANGERS WE FACE AND HAVE 
M CHILDREN? I GUESS ANIMAL MAN 
MANAGES, BUT HE'S THE ONLY 


DO YOU REALLY 
THINK IT’S POSSIBLE TO 
LIVE THE LIFE THAT WE DO 
AND FIND LASTING 
LOVE? 





: te] Hmm, ONE WHO COMES TO 
Wi DEAR GOD, fin. MIND. 4 
YOU DON’T STOP, iy] | ] td 
SORRY, DO YOU? a i! Bi 
BUT NOW My TM AWARE 











OF THE PRODIGIOUS 
MR, BAKER, BUT DO I 
CARE ONE JOT? DOI 
GIVE A FIG? I 
DO NOT. 


MIND’S RACING 
WITH THIS 








DID YOU SAY, 
SHADE? I DIDN'T 


y I COULD ? / NOT WITH 
GIVE IT A WARMING cana ( My BEST BONE 
NUDGE WITH My : 3 CHINA, YOU / 


POWER GEM. _4 aL: Sm WONT. 


( LET'S GO DOWNSTAIRS, D’LL 
BREW SOME FRESH... 


«AND 
HOPE THAT 
OUR CONVERSATION 
1S THE WORST THING 
TO HAPPEN THIS 





MONTH. 
—_ - => GUTEN ABEND... 
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».BONSOIR, GOOD EVENING, 











NICE TO MEET YOU. WISH 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE 

BETTER, BUT WE CAN’T HAVE 
EVERYTHING, SO-- 

















SO, WHERE WAS I? OH 
YES, INTRODUCTIONS. 


y 


— 


4 
SORRY, HOLD 
ON AGAIN. 


4 












My NAME |S WILL/AM VON HAMMER, AND I AM... 


A) A MAN CURRENTLY IN GREAT DANGER, 


8) A MAN WITH A JOB I INTEND 
TO DO COME HELL OR HIGH WATER. 
= 
i Vy 
Sah / 


C—) 






C) A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
~ ny 


\ 
D) PROBABLY NOT CHARGING 
Pe ENOUGH FOR My SERVICES. 
y NY 0 \ 
} \ Tre ty . aa 


)| THE CHEERFUL FELLOWS SO 
| INTENT ON MY WELL-BEING ARE... 
| 





//x 


fame &) AFTER My & 
HEAD. a 
C) ENHANCED WITH DRUGS 
p AND EXO-FRAMES TO 
METAHUMAN LEVELS OF 
THE “NOT GOOD FOR 
YOURS TRULY” VARIETY, 


D) GETTING ANGRIER BY L 
T A 


THING |S..THING THEY 
DON’T KNOW IS... 
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Ye 
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NOW. YOU. YOUR 
PARTNERS ARE DEAD. 
AND YOU ARE NOT FOR 


TWO REASONS. 
YOURE 
VERY LUCKY, 









AND BECAUSE ZT ¥ WANT TO STAY PLEASE, 
WISH IT SO. LUCKY? NO, MORE MY SUIT--THE 
IMPORTANTLY; DO ROCKET-PACK-- 
YOU WANT TO KEEP I CAN FEEL IT. 
BREATHING? ITHINKIT’S Z 
ABOUT 


HE SI 
uP $ 


HOULD HAVE SPOKEN 
COONER. FO! 
. Fi ME, 





HOPE. YOU 

ARE DIFF! 
wy 
Veal 


AND I 
ERENT. \ 
aa Wel 
7 THINK ITS 
whe \\ tH 
— | > 
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P 30,000 20. : - P WHERE'S 
DICKIE, WILL 28 e “a THAT RASCAL WITH 
Dyy/ you oui wits as AG THE TWINKLING EY! 
ALL THE LOVEy- . ‘ FELL IN LOVE 
LOVE-LOVE? WILL a 
We STAY TOGETHER 


NOT? Wi 
KNOWS? ENJOY 





IT’S OCTOBER. 
NOW. I’M NOT-- 
TM... A 


LOOK, ALL I'M 
SAYING 15, DON’T 
GO CHANGING TO 

TRY TO PLEASE 

ME. 


EEZU. 

BOTHERING WITH ANY OF 
THIS IF--LOOK--UM-- 
THE BOTTOM LINE 
1S. 


7 YOU NEED To GET RN 
BACK TO BEING THE GUY WN 
YOU USED TO BE. AND NOT ) 

JUST Fi / 


| ‘OR ME. 
| 


<9 
} \S 


FOR YOU, 
DICKIE. 


mill 
iN ] 


NUH-UH. THE SY 
GREAT DARK 

SHADE DID NOT [Munn 
Just QUOTE je 

BILLY JOEL. gf 


LOOK, I 
APPRECIATE THE 
SENTIMENT, BUT 
YOWRE PUTTING 
WAY TOO MUCH 

INTO THIS. 


$0 YOU 
ADMIT YOU 
LOVE ME. 


a 
aii 


om A MESSY 
TOMBOY WHO LIKES 


CRIME? IT’S EXCITING, BUT 
LIKE OPIUM AND INTERPRETIVE 
DANCE, ONCE BACK UPON THAT 

PATH I FEAR IT MIGHT LEAD 


NOT CRIME. 
OF COURSE NOT. I 
JUST MEANT-- 


--YOU NEED AN 
ADVENTURE, 


OVE 
EACH OTHER, ISN’T 


THAT ENOUGH? 











Cae Torr) 


= =] ] 
YOU DON’T iy 
WALK, DICKIE. YOU 
AMBLE. YOU STROLL. 
YOU PROMENADE. : 5 = 
YOU TAKE THE No RV 


5 

























—| IT HAS Mi 





: 
~ AH, OPAL CIT YL 
1E. IT HOLDS: 


||| AS DUSK COMES,.THE PIGEON-GRAY 
| SKY AND THE SUN'S DEMISE,./TS 











THIS WONDER, 


a 






HOPE, MY DARLING, 
YOU'RE RIGHT, OF 
COURSE, 





I MUST FIND 
SOMETHING, 


| AN EVENT. 
A QUEST, 
(_. | PERHAPS A-- 
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RECRUITMENT 
THEN? SOME ERRANT 
VENTURE REQUIRING a 
MY CIMMERIAN —,,__ FLATTERING, 
bs TALENTS? BUT BEFORE YOU TELL 
2 ME MORE THAN I 
SHOULD KNOW-- 4 


--AND THEREBY 4 
FORCE ME TO ACT 
ACCORDING TO A NEWLY 
RE-COMPASSED 
CONSCIENCE-- 


\ 


NO, STUPID Ih 
THING TO SAY, EVEN 
IDLY. YOU ARE NO MAN 
FOR SOCIAL. 
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{ --1 Must 


a ] Yi!’ 2 : R y i 
i NOT I Sy = 


P THIS... 
\ ME HERE,.,IT’S 
Sem» SUSINESS, 4 
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ROBOT! 


COURTESY OF SOME 
FRIENDS IN HIGH / 
~ PLACES. 
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NOTHING 
PERSONAL. )J 
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